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Why does Hannover’s exhibition complex 

need a new hall?  

Dr. v. Fritsch: “Innovative event formats are 

becoming increasingly complex and place heavy 

demands on the spatial infrastructure, particu-

larly in terms of variable room sizes, technical 

equipment and flexibility for multifunctional 

use. We are constantly developing our exhibition 

complex to meet the changing needs of the 

market. The construction of this new, highly 

functional building is part of that strategy.”

So that means that Hall 19/20 can accommodate 

both large and small events? 

Dr. v. Fritsch: “Yes. In addition, know-how transfer 

is becoming a more important part of the events 

we host, so the organizers of these events are de-

manding more in the way of conference facilities. 

The new hall with its flexible and adaptable use 

of space has been designed to meet that need.”

What types of events can you actually 

accommodate in Hall 19/20?

Dr. v. Fritsch: “Here at Deutsche Messe we offer 

the best facilities in the world for staging trade 

fairs for the capital goods industry. That was our 

starting point for the planning and design of 

the new hall. The multifunctional architecture 

enables us to accommodate a wide range of 

event formats: for example, smaller exhibitions 

for the general public or specialized trade shows, 

conferences and conventions, or corporate 

events such as product presentations and larger 

events for customers.” 

Three questions put to the Chairman of the Board at Deutsche Messe,  

Dr. Wolfram v. Fritsch

How much space does an event need? What sort 

of premises have to be rented? In the spring of 

2015 the new, multifunctional Hall 19/20 at the 

Hannover Exhibition Grounds will be ready for 

use. This ultra-modern event location can be 

adapted in very short time to meet the increas-

ingly demanding and specific requirements of 

evolving event formats. With areas for events 

and exhibitions that can be subdivided into 

modular units as well as flexible-use spaces 

for meetings and lectures, the new building is 

equipped for every eventuality. And it can be 

divided very quickly into two separate exhibition 

halls offering 10,940 m² and 3,370 m² of space 

respectively. As a single hall it can accommodate 

around 10,000 visitors. The new hall is directly 

linked to the main North entrance of the Exhibi-

tion Grounds via an enclosed glass walkway, and 

is within easy reach of the tram stop Messe Nord. 

Flexible conference rooms for every requirement

Adaptability is the guiding principle behind the 

design of the new conference area that connects

directly with Hall 19/20. On the upper floor is a 

large foyer flooded with natural daylight, and 

next to it the “New York” event room (760 m²). 

This space can be subdivided by a movable 

partition wall if required. Also located on the 
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New exhibition hall 19/20: turn one into two 

upper floor are additional seminar rooms – some 

of them also equipped with movable partition 

walls – ranging from 30 m² to 90 m². On the 

ground floor is the “Casablanca” flexible confer-

ence area, offering up to 175 m² of space.

SUSTAINABILITY is a key priority

Great importance has been attached to sustaina-

bility. The LED lighting systems for the exhibition 

hall and conference area are highly energy-

efficient. An elaborate thermal insulation con-

cept for the outside walls and roof surfaces 

keeps heating costs to a minimum. A dedicated 

combined heat and power plant serves to 

supplement the heating for the conference area. 

And the electricity generated in the process is 

fed directly into the power grid supplying the 

entire Exhibition Grounds.
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The art of building a highly adaptable indoor event venue
between the entrance and Hall 21. The new hall 

will be 225 metres long and consists of six equal 

modules arranged in a row, with five sets of 

gates giving access to the hall for setting up and 

dismantling the exhibits as well as for visitor 

traffic. This type of hall is known as a blackbox 

hall, by the way. It’s a concept that many 

exhibition companies prefer. Likewise the facility 

for connecting exhibition spaces and conference 

areas”.  

What will the new hall look like?

Marc Ziemons, architect and associate partner at 

gmp: “The façade is constructed using alu-

minium sandwich panels, while the glazed fa-

çade of the module at the East end, overlooking 

the entrance plaza, uses a post-and-beam sys-

tem. The 192-metre long exhibition hall features 

a wide-span roof of steel truss construction with 

a breadth of over 75 metres, no intermediate 

supporting columns and with a headroom of 

12.5 metres. The multifunctional hall can 

be divided into two halls by means of a mobile 

partition wall. The full-height partition wall is 

one of the largest ever made.”

What was the biggest challenge you faced in 

building the new multifunctional Hall 19/20?  

Marc Ziemons: “When you build an exhibition 

hall the planning and construction times are 

always very short, and in many cases you also 

have to demolish existing structures first. And 

all this has to be done without disrupting the 

normal work of the exhibition centre. So it’s 

really important to keep to the timetable. We 

started work in December 2013 and will complete 

the construction of the new hall before the end 

of this year. The conference area will be finished 

on schedule in the spring of 2015.”

Ready for anything: the exhibition complex in 

Hannover offers event organizers unrivalled facilities

A brief interview with architects Kristina Milani

and Marc Ziemons from Gerkan, Marg und Part-

ner (gmp) 

What was it about the project that particularly 

interested you?

Kristina Milani, senior architect at gmp: “The 

new exhibition hall 19/20 is being built just inside 

the main North entrance and the neighbouring 

plaza. It will also provide a new East-West link 

The new multifunctional Hall 19/20 is in excellent

company on the Hannover Exhibition Grounds.

A further four conference areas, along with 

28 exhibition halls and pavilions, together create 

a unique display environment, with striking 

architecture, innovative technical facilities and 

highly flexible spaces. Among the award-winning 

buildings on the site are the Convention Center 

and the Expo Canopy. 

Convention Center: the ideal platform for press 

conferences and congresses

The Convention Center is an ideal venue for 

congresses, conferences, workshops and formal 

evening functions. With 34 rooms and auditori-

ums on three floors, the Convention Center can 

accommodate groups ranging in size from 10 to 

over 1,100 persons.

Expo Canopy: the perfect location for concerts 

and exhibitions

The world’s largest continuous roof of timber 

construction, originally built for the World 

Exposition EXPO 2000 in Hannover, provides the 

perfect location for exhibitions, concerts and 

events staged before audiences large and small. 

Four small exhibition pavilions are available in 

addition to the covered area beneath the 

16,000 m² canopy. 

Both the Convention Center and the Expo Cano-

py have won the prestigious LOCATION AWARD. 
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Strategically located and well connected: 

Hannover lies at the heart of Europe
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Those in the know have learned to appreciate 

what the regional capital has to offer ...

... as Hannover is well connected in every way – 

at the regional, national and European level. 

The airport operates direct flights to over 100 

destinations, while Hannover is closely linked 

by road and rail to all of Germany’s major 

population centres. It lies at the junction of the 

A7 and A2 motorways running from North to 

South (Hamburg – Munich) and East to West 

(Berlin – the industrial Ruhr), and Deutsche Bahn 

operates regular ICE rail services to and from 

Hannover. All 51 of the city’s districts are served 

by a fast and efficient public transport system. 

City of attractions and events

Hannover lies at the heart of Germany and Eu-

rope, so this city – host to so many trade fairs 

and other events – attracts vast numbers of 

visitors from all over the world. Visitor numbers 

peak during CeBIT, the leading event for the digi-

tal industry, and HANNOVER MESSE, the world’s 

most important industrial show. Over 14,000 

beds are available in 110 hotels to accommodate 

the influx of tourists, business travellers and 

visitors to trade fairs and conventions. 

Shopping opportunities galore 

Few cities can boast such a concentration of 

shopping malls and arcades, specialist shops and 

restaurants within a relatively small area. What-

ever you are looking for, you don’t have to walk 

more than 400 metres to find it. The ultra-mod-

ern Ernst August Galerie by the station has 150 

shops, the Niki de Saint Phalle Promenade next 

door offers a wide choice of retail outlets, while 

an exclusive range of haute couture, jewellery and 

china can be found just across from the Opera 

House. You’ll find more shops inside the station, 

all of which are also open for business on Sundays. 

Old-world pubs and more in the Old Town

Admittedly, Hannover’s Old Town district occu-

pies a relatively small area – but it does it in style. 

Behind the façades of the half-timbered houses 

lie smart boutiques and elegant arcades, while on 

Saturdays the flea market by the river Leine offers 

the chance to pick up a genuine antique or hand-

crafted bargain. In the area around the Ballhof 

theatre, the old Town Hall and the Marktkirche, 

the great Lutheran church and city landmark, a 

warm welcome awaits in dozens of atmospheric 

pubs and restaurants, where you can choose 

between local cuisine and international speciali-

ties. In the summer months the beer gardens are 

open, offering even more tempting choices. 


